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FIRST DAY. 
County Councin CHAMBER, 


~ Woopsteck, Isr Duc., 1896, 
A ei Council met this day at 2 o'clock, p. m., on the call of the 
Warden. . ‘ , 


: _ The Warden in the chair, 


tbat Kors present :—Mesgsrs. the Wardev, Adams, Badden, Baxter, 
“Bell, Berry, Buchanan, Burgess, Burn, Colyer, Oathbert, Durkee, 
Ferguson, Fero, Hegler, Henderson, Histand, Hogarth, Jones, Kaut- 
map, Mearns, Murray, McComb, McCorquodale, McKay Dr., McKay 
Angus, McLeod, Parke, Peacock, Prouse John; Rapsen, Roth, Schell; 
Peg chuiss tant Waller; Watson; Webster: 


rp it ob 
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Minutes of the proceedings | on the last fay of tne anes ‘a ic : 
were read and confirmed. Me sj ara 


The followi ing communications were read by i Clerk : Th Oe 


1. From James Canfield, Clerk of Assize, enclosing ils of the 
presentment of the Grand Jury made at the Fall Assizes. 


2. Agreement made with Albert H. Pettit, of Woodend: for 
the adoption of Lilian Bertha Camb, from the House or Refuge, until 
she attains the age of 18 years. . 


Bt Hem G. W. Hare, Police Magistrate, Tilsonburg, copy of his. 
commitment of Arthur Hillary to the Victoria Industrial School at. 
Mimico, for 3 years. 


4. From G. W. Hare, Police Magistrate, Tilsonburg, copy of his 


commitment of Thomas Green, of Tilsonburg, to the Victoria Industrial ie 


School, at Mimico, until he shall attain the age of 16 years. 


5. Requisitior for prisoners’ clothing from the gaoler under date 
Ist October, 1896, certified by the Sheriff. 


6. Krom the President of the Ontario Agrioultaral College, advie- 
ing a oy, for County student. 


7. From H. E, Golding, of North Oxford, see be appoint- 
ed County student at the Ontario Agricultural College 


8. From the Warden, Ge Ea H. E. Golding, of North Oxford, 
County studeat at the Agricultural College, ratte | 


9. From the President of Ontario ‘Apricultutal College acknow- » _ 





ledging receipt of letter advising the appointment of H. E. Golding as Wil 


County “Lipa for the year vichneniy oui Ist October, 1896. 


10. From the Gurney pacar Co., Toronto, enclosing particulars 
in reference to their volcanic shaking grates for furnaces, 


Waa 


11. From Newsome & Co., eens: caplanue account for $67. 65 


against the Surrogate Court Olerk and. ie ha that the same receive ae e 


early attention, 
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12. From the Clerk of the County of Huron, enclosing copy of 
petition tothe Ontario Legislature, praying that the offering of a reward 
for the apprehension of a horse thief be made permissive instead of 


compulsory upon County Councils and requesting the co-operation of 
‘this Council. 


A 13. From the Clerk of the County of Kent, enclosing copy of 
petition to the House of Commons of Canada, praying that the law 


_ regarding Railway Companies and their responsibility in relation to 


——™ 


| fires caused by sparks from their locomotives, be so changed as to bring 


it into harmony with the decisions of the courts in the Province of 
Quebec in such cases. 


14, From the Clerk of the Town of Woodstock, enclosing account 
for $14.50 for extra assessment rolls and notices, also complaining that 
the collector’s roll furnished by the county is not suitable to the needs 
of the town and requesting that either suitable roll be ordered or that 
the town be allowed to order for their own use at the expense of the 
oe 


- 15. From the County Crown Attorney, enclosing account for 
$39,00 from P. J. McKay, stenographer, for taking evidence in the 
case of Queen vs. Gardner & McComas and advising the same to be 
paid. 


’ : ) 
16. County Olerk’s report of Auctioneers’ and Pedlers’ Licenses 
issued between the second day of June last and this date. 


17. From the Public School Board, of Embro, asking for the 


County Grant for Continuation Classes under 8. 8S. 4, S. 8, of the 
Revised School Act, 1896. 


18. From the County Clerk respecting Marriage Registers pur- 


siaoed for the use of the County under the Marriage Act, 1896. 


mu 19. Sundry accounts against the County. 
Moved by Mr. Webster, seconded by Mr. McCorquodale, and 


Resolved—That the several communications just read be referred 
to the Standing Committees to which they apply, for their report 


) thereon. 


‘The report of the Manager of the House of Refuge was read, 


ae Tie 
6G {els ahaa 
Moved. by Mr. Burn, seconded by Mr. Fero, and 


Resolved —That the Council do now adjourn until to morrow morn- 
iug at 10 o’clock to enable the various committees to prepare work ‘for ) f 
his session of the County Council. ety 


THOMAS PROUSE, 


Warden. 


SECOND DAY. 
County Gooner Cuamenr, 
Woopstock, 2ND Drc., 1896. 
Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Warden ia the chair. 
With the exception of Dr. McKay all the members were Se 
Minutes of yesterday’s proceedings were read and confirmed. 


A communication from J. B. Withrow, janitor, in reference to 
new’ grates for furnace aud storm wicdows for the Court House was 
read, 


The Warden requested the Council to meet him at 8 o’clock, on 4 
Thursday evening at the Buckingham Hotel. | 


f 
bol 


Merved by Mr: Webster; seconded by Mr; Burgess; and 
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! Resolved—That this Council do now go into Committee of the 
“whole on the report of the Manager of the House of Refuge. 


. Council moved into Paintaities of the whole. 


Mr. fiaress in she chair. 


‘ N fi) Report was read 1 in committee of the whole. 


‘Moved by Mr. Webster, abt by Mr. McCorquodale, and 


Resolved—That the eae do now rise and report the report 
as passed in Committee of the whole. 


Committee rose and reported the report as passed in Committee of 


Mu.’ the whote, 











Council resumed and adopted the report of the Committee of the 
whole. 


Dr, Adams, Chairman of the Committee appointed to examine the 
Treasurer's sureties, brought up their first report which was read. 
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) 


Moved by Dr. Adams, seconded by Mr. Snyder,vand 


Resolved—That the first report of the Committee to examine 
Treasurer's bond, just read, be adopted. 


On motion made and seconded the Council adjourned until 2 
o'clock p. m, 


Afternoon Session. 

Council met pursuant to adjournment. | 

The Warden in the chair. 

Dr. McKay was present and took his seat. 

Mr. Schell, Chairman of the Standing Committee on County Build- 
ings and Property, brought up bis report of the expenditure of the 
pany placed to his credit by the Council in January last, which was 

Moved by Mr. Schell, seconded by Mr. Roth, and 

Resolved thas the report just read be adopted. 


On motion made and seconded, the Council adjourned until 10 | 
o'clock to-morrow a. m. 


THOMAS PROUSE, 


W arden. 


THIRD DAY. 
County OounciL CHAMBER, 
Woopsteck, 3rp* Dec., 1896. 
Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
- The Warden in the chair. 


{ With the exception of Mr. John Prouse, all the members were 
present. 


Minutes of yesterday’s proceedings were read and confirmed. 


The Warden left the chair and Mr. Buchanan took the same, 


_ Dr. MecLay, Surgeon of\the House of Refuge, brought up his semi- 
- annual-report, which was read. 


Moved by Mr. Durkee, seconded by Mr. Waller, and 


Resolved—That the report of the Surgeon of the House of Refuge,. 
just read, be adopted. 


Moved by Mr. Webster, seconded by Mr, MecCorquodale, and 


Resolved—That the appropriation for County bridges be increased 
by the sum of one thousand dollars to be expended by the Commis- 
 gloner 


The Warden again took the chair. 


Qn motion made and seconded the Council adjourned until 2 
o'clock p. m. 


Afternoon Session. 
Coungil met pursuant to adjournment. 


The Warden in the chair, ; a ht Bi 


Mr. J. Prouse was i echiee and took his wea | SN aia 


) Ata 
i] i, DAT A 


A communication from Sheriff Brady asking the Council to furnish | 


stationery for his office, and also to pay the rent of Ae telephone, woe 


read. 


Mr. Hegler, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Baucation s 


and geht brought up their second report wigs was read, 


Moved by Mr. Durkee, seconded by Mr. tice and 


Resolved—That the communication of Sheriff Brady, with regard 
to stationery, be referred to the Finance Committee for their r report Ba: 


thereon. 


Moved by Dr, Adams, seconded by Mr, Durkee, and \ 


Resolved—That the Council go into Oommittee of the whole on : i 


_ the report of the Education Committee. 

Council moved into Committee of the whole. 
Mr. Baxter in the chair. : 

Hewat saw Fond tne: Cumresthen ah thi whole. 


Moved by Dr, Adams, seconded by Mr. McComb, 


tN 


: That the report be amended by Gadiny the following words, a this 


Council does hereby express their approval of the principle involyed and 
should the Legislature decide to grant a sum in aid of the Embro Rehool, 
we would be inclined to follow their ind and do psi same, 








RY 








1] 





Dr. Mearns asked foe the Slants of the Chairman upon this reso- 
lution, ; 


ie 
eat \ : ; Aa 
Ae, | j i , 


ae The motion was ruled in order, 
Moved in amendment by Mr. Hegler, seconded by Mr. Cuthbert, 


' That the Committee do now/rise and report the report of the Com- 
mittee on Education as passed in Committee of the whole without 


7 
; 


amendment. 
ih) ' 


ray 


The amendment on being put, was carried. 


Committee rose and reported the report as passed in Committee of 
the whole : : 


° 


- Council resumed and adopted the report of the Committee of the 
whole. | 


‘Moved by Mr. Kaufman, seconded by Mr. Henderson, and 
) 


_ Resolved—That the mover have leave to introduce a By-law to 
change the time for taking the assessment, as set forth in Sec. 54 of the 
Consolidated Assessment Act and that this constitute the first reading 
of the By-law. 


} Dh * 


By-law was read a first time. — 





Moved by Mr. Kaufman, seconded by Mr. can and 


a - Resolved—That the By-law, changing the dnié for taking ne 
"Assessment be now read_a second time. 


at Bylaw | was read a second time. 
BR i" 
heen te NN ay “) 


ue ine On Whtdn made and seconded, the Council adjourned until 10 
heh - delock: to-morrow a. m. 


Ea RN wa 


THOMAS PROUSE, 


Warden, 





FOURTH DAY. ae 
County CovuNcIL Onausen, 
Woopstock, 2ND Dec, 1896. 
Council met pursuant to adjournment. — ab . 
The Warden in the chair. 
All the members were present. 
Minutes of yesterday’s proceedings oe. read and confirmed. : 


4 : 
i 


The following communications were read :— 


1. From W. R. Wells, Woodstock, sepia he appointment Be 


the office of High Constable, for the County. 


2. From H. B. Sproat, applying for the office Bs Tigh Constable oe 


for the County. 


' Mr. Webster, Chairman of the Special Committee, to whom was 
referred communications not referable to other Committees, brought up 


their third report, which was read. 


\ 


! Ais f ; 
Moved by Mr. Webster, seconded by Mr. Durkee, and — 


Resolved—That the report of the Special Committee, to Sie: was 





a ee 


a ee eS 


referred communications not referable to other Committees, be adopted. a 


Mr. Schell, Chairman of the Standing Commer on Pisa | 


Rion and Property brought up their third report, which was read, 


Moved by Mr. Schell, seconded by Mr. Burn, axidl 


Bins vod -That this Council do now go into Committee ‘of. the 


whole on the report of the County Buildings and Proper Committee. 























Couneil moved into Committee of the whole. 
i ar: Waller in the foe 
eport, was teas Sika by clause and passed. 


W / Moved by Mr. Schell, seconded by Dr. shana and 


ra Bevied Phat the Committee do now rise and recommend the 
ee of the ReOnte e054) )0° 


\ 


- Committes rose and recommended the eee of the report 


: /Osusal else and adopted the report of the Committee of the 
_ whole. 


On baron made and seconded, the Council adjourned until 2 
} o'clock p. m. 


rh. 


Afternoon Session. 
Council met pursuant to adjournment. 
CARRE | 
eke Warden in the chair. 


Mr. Henderson, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Manage 
“ment of House of Refuge, brought up their report which was read. 


: - Moved ee Mr, Colyer, seconded by Mr. McComb, and 


- Resolved That the ee go into Committee of the whole on 
“te report of the House of Refuge Committee. 


" Council moved into Committee of the whole. 
Dr Moarns in the chair. 
port was pee in Michitiee of the sptiole: 


ved by Mr. Durkee, senauidet by Mr ‘Waller, and 


ne ee 
> nel 





‘ Ni Rar Lies: tek 
ew Bek 
: on AE eT i 
7 ‘ AN 


Resolved—That the committee do now rise and adopt the “rport 
of the committee of House of Refuge. 


Committee rose > and reported the adoption of the report. 


whole. 


Moved by Mr. Kaufman, seconded by Mr. Badden, and — 


Resolved—That this Council do now go into Committee be Me 


whole on the By-law changing the time for taking the assessment. 


~ Council moved into Coramittee of the whole, the Warden remain — 


ing in the chair. 
By-law was read in Committee of the whole. 
Moved oy Mr. Kaufman, seconded by Mr. Badden, 
That the Committee do now rise and ask leave to sit again. 


Moved in amendment by Mr, Hogarth, seconded by Mr. Durkee, 


That the Committee do now rise and report the By-law lost in 
Committee of the whole 


Mr. Buchanan asked for the ruling of the chair on this amend- 


ment. 


The am2andment was ruled out of oder. 

Mr. Kaufman’s resolution was put aad carried. 

Committee rose and asked leave to sit again. 

Council resumed and granted leave for the committee t> sit again. 


On motion made and seconded the Council adjourned until 7 
o'clock p. m., 


THOMAS PROUSE, 





Council resumed and adopted the. report of the Committee of the 2 











t alba Session. 


Pm igh ON NEA TC Counry Couxcin Cuamper, 


7 Woodstock, 4th Deo., 1896. 
- Counc) met pursuant to adjournment. 


ae 


: ae . The Warden in the chair , 






t 


r. Adams all the members were present, 


‘ee Bell, Ohairman of the Standing Committee on Printing, 
ught uy ) 


Ks "Mona 1 Mr. Bell, seconded by Mr. Burn, and 









aA * Reni atde the report, of the Standing Committee on Printing, 
Ba raiiic es eared Cait ) 





by Ne Mepey.- (Ohantont of the Beandiny! Committee on Finance 
carnigat tesa pt ele Gath betas which was read. 








tion bags oy seconded, ‘the Warder was requested to leave 
MM a Sia take the same. 
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Resolved—That we, the members of the Gaur Gonben 2 A 
County of Oxford, take this opportunity of tendering a vote of thanks 


to the Warden for the uniform kindness and fairness which has hal } 


ed his actions at all times while presiding over this Council ; and * 

hereby authorize the Treasurer to pay to him the sum of fifty dollars a 
a partial acknowledgment of bis valuable services to this County auving 
the term of his office, and trust that he may be long Ba to render 
png service to this County. 


The resolution was carried by a standing vote, 
iy 


The Warden addressed the Council, thanking them for the ki a 


words contained in the resolution and also for the grant made pee the 
resolution, pete 


The Warden again took the chair. 
Mr, Kaufman, Bridge Commissioner, brought uP ‘his Hidone report 
which was read. 


Moved by Mr. Webster, seconded by Mr. MeCorquodale, and 


Resol ved—That the second report of the County Bridge ( tigen isin 
sioner be adopted. 


Moved by Mr. Hegler, seconded by Mr ‘Schell, and Sok 


Resolved——That the mover have leave to introduce a By-law for — 


the appointment of High Constable for the County of Oxford, and that 
the By-law be now read a first time. 


By-law was ee a first time. 


Moved by Mr. Hegler, seconded by Mr. Schell,/and 


Resolved—That the By-law for the appointment of a Bligh 


Constable be now read a second time. 


By-law was read a second time. 


Moved PY Mr. Hegler, seconded by Mr. Schell, and 


: 
ta 


Sere pee the act ts do now go: into Commitee ot the 





Pea 


£ he 
j 
sf 








ai 17 
_-whole on By-law No. 
the County of Oxford. 


for the appointment of a High Constable for 





chair. 


J ~ 


f eS, fi . 
ae Council thoved inte Committee of the whole, Mr. McComb in tle 
ty 


Moved by Mr. Webster, seconded by Mr. McCorquodale, aud 


Resolved—That the blank in this By- law be filled in with thf 
 nameof H. B. Sproat. ~~ 


rN The Sheriff was Lae and by request addressed the Council. 
4 i Moved by Mr. Hegler, seconded by Mr. Schell, and 


- Resolved—That the Committee do now rise and report the By-law 
for the appointment of a High Constable with olank filled in. 


Committee rose and reported the By-law with blank filled in. 


Conded resumed and adopted the report of the Committee of the 


_ whole. ( 
| 
Moved by Mr. Hegler, seconded by Mr; Schell, and 





Resolved—That .the By-law for appointing a High Constable be 
now read a tird time and finally passed, and that Rule 36 be suspended 
so far as the passage of this By-law is concerned. 


By-law was read a third time and passed, signed, sealed and num- 
 bered 406, 4 


a -_ Moved by Mr. Webster, seconded by Mr. Murray, : 


That this Council view with alarm the increased cost of adminis- 
tration of justice, particularly in reference to tramps and vagrants, and 
_ that as the tariff of arrests, convictions and mileage is fixed by statute, 
_. that this Council therefore appoint a Committee to prepare a petition to 
submit to the, Legislative Asserably of the Province of Ontario, praying 
that that. i ae body may adopt some scheme whereby the same 
may be reduced, and submit such petition to the new County Council, 

ue f a _ said Committee to be composed of Messrs, Murray, Dr. Mearns, Hegler 
r _ Kaufman and the mover. 
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Moved i in amendment by Mr. Colyer, seconded by Mr. Cathe, * " 4 


‘That the question of petitioning the Legislature to radu ie: foes Age! 
in connection with the arrest of tramps be laid over on account of the 
lateness of the session, | 


Liv. 
“ Fee 


Mr. Webster asked for the ruling of the chair on the amendment. | : i 
.% ) 

Mr. Colyer asked for the ruling of the chair on the original resolu 
tion. 


TAS; 


The Warden ruled both resolution and amendment out 28 
Moved by Mr. Roth, seconded ea Mr. Histand, and 


Resolved—That this Council wishes to convey their thanks to Mr. ne 
White, our much respected” Dierks, for his impartial services which he — 
renders this Council. 


The Olerk thanked the Council, 
Moved by Mr. ree secorded by eo Hogarth, and 


Resolved—That the thanks of this Council be tendered to the: 
reporters of the Sentinel-Review for the careful manner in which they — 
have reported the proceedings of this Council during the past year and — 
for their kindness in furnishing the members with copies of their paper 
during our sessions of the year. . 


! Mr. Pattullo was present and addressed the Council, thanking 
them for the resolution. 


The Sheriff, by request, iavened the Council i in reference to the 
question of the expense of criminal justice. 


Moved by Mr. Murray, seconded by Mr. Fero, anil 


Resolved—That the sum of ten dollars be granted the reporter of 
the Sentinel-Review for his services during the year. i 


iy 
7 
- 
x ‘ 
of 


The Oouncil then adjourned, 











Hi URS cic ARN li 
i sn COUNTY CLERK'S REPORT. 3,3 
fi Wi ry ii ei tien i i , 
f ‘To the Warde and eooes: of the County Council of the County of Pe 
me as Pidadataee Mi ; : 
vate Chea WK th He i 
- Gawnnames, 
i have the Hanne herewith to cee fear the names of persons “to 
thou auctioneers’ and pedlers’ licenses have been issued since the ond 
day of June, 1896. Also ¢he amount received for the same and paid 
over to the Connty Treasurer. \ 
‘Teng ae om ce eNO 
A Jones 49 Piha Sinith, Stratford, tle one horae 2) 17: 8 40000. 3) 
Bes es 22 B.R Bradley, Norwich, 0° jw... 18 40.00 
aoe ie HL A. Mann, “Culloden, TOS SU NPI Song 40 00 , 
June 19. Paid County PMNS Hoke Wo aa ss 40 00 
a ‘Tuly” 22 a tS anak no SE aN oe SR oS a 40 00 


3 ‘ if Vide aie f 
RSA i 
4 jad A} 


_ All of which is respectfully submitted. 


JAMES WHITE, 


: ae | ; a yaa y County Clerk, 
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SECOND REPORT OF THE BRIDGE COMMISSIONER, 
To the Warden and Members of the Council of the County of Oaford = 





GENTLEMEN, 


On or about the 27th day of June, your Commissioner was notified. 
by the Commissioner of the County of Elgin, that Mr. J. Crouse, to 
whom was awarded the contrect for the construction of abutments for ~~ 
bridge over Catfish creek, declined to enter into an agreement for the 
completion of the work according to the amount of his tender, owing to © 
the fact that he had made a mistake in adding up the base a and 
would rather forfeit his deposit of fifty dollars than carry on the work 
After some correspondence we concluded to ask for tenders again, 
We received two tenders. The lowest one for $739, was accepted. 

® ; o> 

Your Commissioner also found it necessary to change the specifica- 
tion of abutments for bridge over Cedar Creek. The original contract — 
was $776. The change increased the price of the work to $911.12. 


Since the June session your Commissioner found it absolutely 
necessary to renew bridge at Munro’s crossing over ivan Thames, 
between North and West Oxford; also a new bridge over Scott’s creek. 
between Blenheim and Blandford. 


The following is the alsin aa of money for County bridges since — 
the June session : | 


i 
Bridge over Thames, Munro's crossing, between North and Maan 
West Oxford, steel superstructure, 75 ft. long....... $ 637 50 
Stone abutments.....- Sh A Bama Gee ai a tare a ey itr pee 1170 00 
Filling approaches 2 fis ce once tain goat ans Gl eae cai eae 43 50 


Bridge over Cedar creek between Woodstock and East 
Oxford, steel superstructure, 65 ft. long ............ | 552 56 


Stone abutments.......... a lh a ala io age ecg pon all aa 911 12 ’ 


Filling approaches .is. ese cag cia cee ece cede nena amas 89 00 









bis Bridge over Catfish creek between Dereham and Malahide, 


“steel superstructure, 40 ft. long, ey ALTE des esahacar ald 
K Stone abutments, one half cost....... Misch amie daaigie exePUN ata 
ii 
y. Huling approaehess') oy) 04... se. es Gavege tiie ald 
i _ Inspector on stone enke: one half cost . SCTE A A Amen 


; 8 
Bridge over Scott’s creek, between: Bleak and Blandford, 
composite structure, 42 ft. Jong on Cedar abutments 
$249, less sale of old material $7. ............23 tay 


Fill to approaches and right of way.......... Foe ss he 
| ) New bridge between North and South Norwich........ 
« Repairs to bridge, 11th line, between Woodstock and East 


: q ‘N ew bridge between North Norwich and Windham, one half 


_ Repairs to approaches to bridge, between West Zorra and 
eS O10 5) 9 « Pana aR pERN ath PE earikar eyelash tut ah ld cy salt ll.sa yt Wah! bale 


N ew bridge between East nie and South East Hope, one 
Beal vat ih. RR RT 


7 Guard rails to approaches and filling wash out, between 
LOMHCTAT GMUE UES MAMEORE Ce Miu nt yal he. sbercla: Cae alth ty iat, 


‘Filling washout at Putville bridge, between North Oxford 
and Dorchester, one half...,.... 0... 0.. cece ee 


uy - Repairs to bridge betw een Wilmot and Blenheim, one half. 


_ Abutments for bridge. betweén E. Nissouri and Blanshard, 
one balri i, 445". 11S AA ST Sieg ONS es LDS 





- Repairs to approaches at bridge, between E. Nissouri and 
CME MEL MIT ME yea) Qi tbls Whe Leek eh wale ald 


‘ _ Repairs to bridge between Dereham and Dorchester one half 


e oh Filling washout under bridge in Blandford. AeA Al WRN 


_ Repairs to old bridge, Munro’s BrORRn ge Pee Rise ee paras ) 


PA) ae 
: Repairs to approaches to bridge at lime kilns, Innerkip.. 







pat Repairs to pier for bridge at Beachville..............4.. 


aia to prislge, are a Creek, between East Oxford 
pee Abe AARON Pe Hw oe eek a a eek 8 PNP wat Wr Ur We NM 


Vg Nes SNE ONIN EE A eT A eR y 


125 
369 
38 
25 


bt 
s 
bo 


bo 
bo 


— 
Ow 
a 


53 
10 


15 


40 


14 
69 


34 


20 


19 
50 
60 
00 


00 
90 
75 


81 
00 
63. 


CO 


36 


00 


50 
00 
00 
75 
00 


34 


22 
New bridge Sassi South Norwich and Middleton, one A an 
DR aay ei eine oie ae eiesbierte Negi s 1 adage aso a a 83 64 
Repairs to beds between East Zorra and West Zorra.... “95 47 
New bridge between East and West Oxford...........+6 35 00 
Guard rails to bridge, between North and South Norwich... 5 00 
Guard rails to approacles to bridge between West Zorra 
and, Bmbro ee ss iiae t wiewie s sus: Sines aan 9/92 
Putting ice breaker on pier to bridge between Pleat and 
Dumfries, one half..... 8 SS 8 50 © 
Repairs to bridge, between Wilmot and East Zorra, one — 
alba eee Mle Sie seein pcg enue oiala ls wean ee 2 25 
Abutment for bridge between East and West Nissouri, one 
Bales at Pee ae eertide oie gaoioel els Wt Rie Pr 40 00 
Repairs to approaches to bridge between West Zorra and 
South East Hope, one half... 2... aa Soke eee 1 87 
Repairs to bridge between Burford and Blenheim, one half. 16 26 
Repairs to bridge between West Zorra and East Nissouri. . 2 00 
' Repairs to bridge between North and West Oxford. ..... : 4 79 
Placing stone to abutments to bridge between Dereham and f 
Tilsonburg ..... bela eliwileie aie te aia) Oke ty ae SCAG Wh) 2 00 
$4936 42 
REEVES SERVICE AND MILEAGE. 
D(A,“ MeRay catia a Eerie gap 
James S. Cuthbert.......... lao Shalev ‘ 5 60 
E. H. Snyder....... Vian dao 17 60 
MCA Duckee Gui aie PSNI i 14 40 
George) Moleod iri cua ae 17 50° 
Fobn) Rothe wa wea tea Moye : CHeh Ba 
Hope) Webster... oo. oe aaa 33 10 
Angus  MoKay oii: Soe) seek anes 10 00 
Brancis;\Badden::, 3civi.4' saibeoun Yl 3 50 
Beds: FONG argon occ oye’ nial oman 7 00 


John Bel i OE as 6 60. 
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ae Pe a ay 4 #20 
Daniel McCorquodale. STS ean ped 3 00 


Wm. SAN GIS ANN ae ER ee UE 22 40 
MeerreOolyer Got oe eC im 17 00 





vai Amer ReCUBe a UU UN — 3 80 
Le) een eOOSe LM Oe ey se Me md ih) 4. 20 
My WO Beira ce ee NN, 1 50 

of Walter Marray. ss. esseeeceeereeeen 17 30 

i $203 30 


i , 


. 383 Lhd MORRO AZ, DNS CPA ap $ 101 50 
OR emeumiarlen UNC e um OCC Ms BO, BO 





Aina ne 48 161 30° 


i in : One half of Crouse. deposit Rts Aina mnt Saecve« OG AC 





Receipt of bridge, Scott’s creek ....... 7 40 

an i 32 40 
Alot which is respectfully submitted. : 

Dee vat, a  -LouIs KAUFMAN, 








The following expenses have been meuEt ey by your Commissioner: re 


‘The following sums have\been paid over to your County Treasurer: 


Bridge Commissioner. 
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REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF STANDING COMMIITER 
OF COUNTY BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY AS 2 ; 


To the Warden and Members of the Council of the County of Oxford : 


GENTLEMEN, 


I beg to submit the following report of the expenditure of the | 


EXPENDITURE BY HIM UP TO THRE wy 


30th NOVEMBER, 1896. 


tye 
‘* Mal, 


monies placed to my credit at the January session of this Council for 


1896: 


Feb, 
Mar, 
April 
May 
June 


Jul y 
_ Aug. 
Sept. 


. Oct.. 


10 
15 


31 
18 


80 


bho 


ot 


21 
30 
21 


18 


30 


10 
17 


Robert Clark, cleaning closets ..........+, 
D. McClellan, iron guard in corridor....... 


S. Pollit, 4 globe valves and repairing water 
pipes.in: gaol sss. 00s puree 


Mrs. Kelly, washing at gaol, 4 times...... 
Mrs. Cleaver, on Bs el ga datar ie 
Robert Clark, cleaning closets in gaol and 


Registry oGiee se) ci. os Wee eee fe ha 


Washing at gaol, 4 times. .......... Net fall 
Ploughing and harrowing garden for gaoler.. 
Rolling Court House grounds............: 


Washing at gaol, 4 times.... testes e ee eee mY, 
Plank for scaffolding for whitewashing gaol . 


Oleaning closets at the gaol ........ Fea ir 
Washing at the gaol, twice .............. 
" at ONCG ace) ey eee 


1 on twice | ii7) Sania ae 


" " three times. 1)... 
Cleaning chimneys at the gaol ...... see ges 
Building arch and repairing furnaces at gaol 


Cleaning closets at the BAO]... eee eee eee i 


Express charges and tt of clothing and 
boots for gaol . 


eeseee spe ees oceeeeee 


Cleaning closets at ths) registry OMG Wire a Sie 


= 


00 


00 


55 
00 
00 


ie 


iis 
4 
1 
4 
has 
2) 
i! 
2 
si 
‘18 
i 


25 


00 


00 


00 
00° 
00 
50 
00 





00 
50 
00 | 


00 
00 
00 






25 
Load of oat straw for gaol.......s.s0.00., 5B 00 
21 13 bags of potatoes for the pons Oy APU 5 20 
Noy. | S 28 Washing BUTNE GAOL) ONCE sat a a teinls tn sey em eis 1 QO 
4 a ; “Allo of halts is cd viamint sabiatted 
a ae ss WILLIAM SCHELL, 
| ee | . Chairman. 





> THIRD REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
- OOUNTY BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY. 


i - To the Warden and Members of the Council of the Coanty of Oxford : 


GENTLEMEN, 





rn ee nee Committee beg to report as follows — 

“ oe —Your Committee have received in reply to the advertisement 
eS WM DES their chairman, tenders for gaol supplies from merchants and 
: _ dealers as follows :—P. Johnston, Josepn Blackburn, F. Millman, W. 
ie fa Nellis, O. H. Turner, H. A. Karn, and beg to recommend the 
. ae -ncoeptance of the following tenders :— 







F Millman, Gintrieal Na +++ 91,50 per 100 lbs. 
ee | Molasses,...........+-.14c per gal, 
i! bed best quality.........3} c@ per lb, 
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F. Millman, Brooms, best...... $1. 60 per ace ; 
Joseph Blackburn, Meat............ RAs! 3c per | Ib. ° 
P. Johnston, Bread....... oem, $1.95 per 100 Ibs, ie a 
(9 PEM ON  VEIEK i o5. 6 ues ble su 4 oi REIS 13¢ a gal, , § | 








2nd. —Your Committee have examined the following accounts 
would recommend that the Treasurer be authorized to pay thee same 








- | 

WiitedaWinte au Male e et 2) Pelli pene aa 63 .t : 
Whitney Bros., new fire pots for furnace, plumb- See Poem 

ING, PEPRIANE BUC as tn Ae =e kal taped sa ge eae 20 é 
James Weir, earth for flower bed, C. H. grounds. iesa Fe |S 
Joseph Codville, pry handcuffs for Ses rst fut ill os Oi : P 
BMT sat ag iia aie es Us Seabee LS toe : 
S. J. iiindewanen Po eA ME SI, gins ln RE arses eae Fer BB. a | 
W. A. Cook, repairing lawn mower........... an LOB es i 
G. H. Wilson, alabastine on kitchen, library and ae ne i ‘ 

corridor,..... Da CR ae ee MPI OUNCY 6 00. cane 
Clarkson Bros., blinds of Court Room windows.. Oo: D038 ii ; 
R. Whitelaw, fire brick and fire clay.......... OU RED ee 
Melntosh & Griffith, } ton of grate coal........5 288  — 
John Pike, lawn grass seed............. etl a oe ae . f 
John Pike, seeds for gaoler’s garden ........... 1 80a ie 
James White, Telephone Oo...:......0..e 000. Pract eee oS 
Peter Oraib, sashes on Registry office, etc. ina B50: hs iB 2 
J. & J. S. Maycock, glass and ype, in the me a het ae i | : ‘ 
James Holmes, hardware, etc...... on nla hae Rican hee 00. a f uae 
Gardner & Co., hardware ...... bebe e eee e anes 3 79 } 
W. Taylor, cleaning chimneys registry office. hee A 50 ED 


' 


3rd.—In regard to the purchase of coal for the Cpikity Peitiony, <¢ 
your Chairman after consultation and also communication with - the : . 
Warden, was requested by him to proceed with the purchase of the y 
same as he might deem best in the interest of the County. Tenders sa 
were received from the varions dealers in town and also from. Sh nf Nee 
Couch, of Ingersoll, Mr. Couch’s tender, (Pein, the lowest, was er 


7 











ha to the Gaol 57 tons 1025 lbs, Registry office, 9 tons 570 lbs at $5.60 
et per ton, At the House of Refuge at 85.75 per ton. All weighed on 
, the market seales. The quality of the coal is reported to be first class 
4s at all the eee 1, Un ge 


ae on | 


ax | Ath of which i is respectfully Subuuteetl, Ms 





2 a. WILLIAM SCHELL, 
se %h) 
, Pies val Chairman. 
Committee Rooms, Woodstock, 4th Dec., 1896 
| ay 
Bye a 
Riz, i | 
atta ; th - % i i 
} . Me ey R j ) 
Atay Oe 


“FOURTH REPORT OF THE STANGING COMMITTEE ON 
‘ ‘COUNTY BUILDINGS AND De tt ae 


can To the Warden and Members of the Council of the County of Oxford : 
ghee hay f fe i 


vr ier 


+ 





“Yet, Your Committee have had toys them the report of the 


9 ae of Prisons, in which he says, the plumbing of the gaol needs 
e - remodelling. lt is an old system that does not give suflicient flow o f 






’ mend ‘aby change by the ed al Council. 


‘ Pave 
1 
in) 


a r a —Your oamaunstee have had under consideration ae request 


F Thea oat liver to the Gagne House was 68 tons 1815 Ibs, 


mit _ water to thoroughly flush the closets. » Your Committee do not recom- 





o 
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oh ~ 1st.—They have examined the following accounts fant eeawitiend 
Z the Payment of the same by the Treasurer :— | 
fe a Ball... rae Nase MU $0, Ob ~ 
oi wa of Hayward, livery conveyance....... 9 75 
ae ee Rogers, examining lunatic. 6 00 
Dr. @. McDonald, 1 . 5 00 
a) aa Dr. na. C, Sinclair, " i" 5 00 
oy Y Dr McLurg, " "1 2 00 
x ae cx Goodwin, stationery.............. 4 30 
Joa James Brady, lunatic account......... arog 
Judge Finkle, u Bes ir rageuh bran besogaly ng 10 00 
James Brady, jury account.......... 16 00 
James White, postage............... 17: 95 
‘William Carlyle, postage to date...... 11 30 
Aa 4 Woodstock Gas Light Co............ 57 05 
“GN. W. Melepraph Oo... ib. ss et, 
. Newsome & Co., stationery, .......... 67 65 


\ 2nd. — Your Committee have had under their consideration a com- 
: munication from Sheriff Brady, containing a request that the County 
1 pay the rent of the telephone in his office, and would recommend that 
his request be granted ; your Committee feeling that the telephone in 
his office is a public necessity. 





eres 


i _ drd.—In the same communication the Sheriff also asks this Council 
_ to consider the item of furnishing stationery for his oflice, or granting 
an allowance in money, paid quarterly in lieu thereof. Your Oommit- 
tee would recommend with reference to the same, that no action be 
taken at this session of the Council, since it was understood that the 
entire matter of furnishing stationery to Court oiticers was settled with 
jee Judge. 


mss 4th, —Your Caksaithces ee had under their consideration an 

account for thirty-nine dollars from P. J. McKay for evidence taken 
before Police Magistrate Hield in the Gardner murder trial and would 
recommend that tae acoount bs not paid, se 















; g 
? 
\ 
W ' , 
aN ir 7 y ye tH 
; { 
iF may ) 
¥ Lane net ene ee 
i 
; 
i J § " > 
3 
ti ¢ 
i 
i 
ee f 
¥ ea | 


GENTEMEN th TO IN 


EEN gy out Committee having carefu 
accounts would recommend the payment of 


(AS Ueto ie ere io 
B: B ee one 
WM cGirize 5: Raps Meek sie : 
John Law & Oo: renee Mh alae eas: i 
_ Chronicle Printing Oo eae 
RY Beers 2 8 ON) RNa 
Sp Ai paca ne ae Sesh arpa aie ey 


a 


ome Saris tees 
















; iy stationery required for the ¢ proper administration of ‘municipal matter, 
‘s ourchased by the corks where most convenient and on the most 


ig advantageous terms. | 

{ ee by oe er 3 =e 

; 3rd, _That a He tine for ‘the year 1897 be let by contract and 
pen - that tenders: for the same be invited from the several printing offices of 


uf “the ay to a submitted to sae Yaa at ie q anuary: session, 









e of the town. 
ene unsuitable for their wants. eth Committee would 


ney the ‘Treasurer be authorized to pay for all material for 
coh) this peipraticn and Rarieied bY the Clerk’ under this 


a fae Ve Has Ay ae an) SOHN, BELL; 


Chairman, | 


Pn 





: = Sad, That ‘the es and Gollectors rolls and tine and alsa. ‘ | 


The rolls supplied by the County Council . 
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-SECOND REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION. 


To the Warden and Members of the Council of the County of Oxford: 


GENTLEMEN, 


Respecting the application from the Public School Board, of the 


village of Embro asking a grant in aid of “Continuation Classes” in 
connection with their public school, your Committee beg to report as 
follows :— 


It appears that the “Continuation Classes” has been but recently 
established and that the department has not as yet made any grant or 


appropriation respecting the same. Your Committee feels that the — 


application is permature and that this Council would not be justified in 
granting any aid at present, it being the apparent intention of the 
Legislature that such County grants should be dependent upon the 
Legislative grant. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. ry 
J. C. HEGLER. 
Chairman. 


Committee Rooms, Woodstock, 3rd Dec. 1896. 


', 33 
FIRST REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO 
EXAMINE THE TREASURER'S BOND. 






To the Warden ae Members oft the Council of the County a Oxford : 
j GENTLEMEN, 


Your Oommittee appointed to examine the validity of the Treasur- 
be er’s Bond beg leave to report that they have carefully examined the 
“ats same and find that the security is good and sufficient. 


H. ADAMS, 
Chairman. 


Committee Rooms, Woodstock, Sth June, 1896. 





‘THIRD REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO WHOM 
WAS REFERRED COMMUNICATIONS NOT REFER. 
ABLE TO OTHER STANDING COMMITTEES. 


To the Warden and Members of the Council of the County of Oxford : 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your Special Committee beg leave to report as follows :— 


Ist.—That they have carefully considered the request of the 

County Council of the Oounty of Huron asking your co-operation to 

_ petition the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario to amend 
55 V., 0. 42, S, 494 and would recommend that no action be taken, 
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2nd.—Relative to the request of the County Council of the ¢ no 0 yu t% 
of Kent, the Committee recommended concurrence with instructions to 
- the Clerk to, have the petition signed, sealed and torwarded to the | 
Dominion Government. areas Le pias 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
HOPE WEBSTER. 


Ho ae 


Committee Rooms, Woodstock, 3rd Dec., 1896, 


ie 


SECOND REPORT OF THE STANDING OOMMITTEE ON 
MANAGEMENT OF HOUSE OF REFUGE. 


alee 
\ 
Nef 


To the Warden and Members of the Council of the County of Onford r 
GENTLEMEN, 


Since our report at the June session there has been very little 
expended in building or improvements. A porch has been placed over 
the head of the outer stairway to the hospital, and some board fence — 
has been erected along the road from the house to the barns. A . 
further portion of the rough land at the rear of the farm has been 
brought under cultivation so that now nearly the whole of the land ae 
being tilled. The number of inmates appears to have become nearly 


{ 


stationery for the summer and winter seasons, tae ee 
[ae 


Your Committee have made so far, no hard and fast rule as to. 


inmates leaving in the spring and returning in the fall, as one exp ics a | 









aoe “ence generally. seems to  satisey them that they are not badly wanted 


a outside nor sci treated in the Refuge. 


b. e We have, so far, been eaios to comply with the law in regard to 
' ‘ | ‘the admission as inmates of children between the ages of two and six- 
teen years. | When this came in force there were two such in the house, 
uy one of these has since been bound out, but the other remains, and in 
. | addition three others have had to be admitted. Until plenty of homes 

- for destitute children are provided, it will in our opinion be found 


necessary at times to admit them (atleast temporarily) to the Refuge. 


i 


We have had trouble during the summer as to the disposal of the 
sewage of the house, which was conveyed by an under drain to the 


' roadside where a large drain through the farm empties. This sewage 
| consists only of the. water from the laundry, kitchen, bath and wash 
; rooms, but. the occupant of the land opposite claims that it seriously 
pollutes his land. The experiment was tried of letting it flow on the 
surface of. the land for 20 or 30 rods, but still complaiut is being made. 
The matter will have to be attended to in the spring, as the decision of 
the sanitary inspector of the district is against allowing things to re- 


ts 


main as. at present during another summer. 
Pr sal a ya nh 
Be We tive fudged it best to keep the assistant on the farm during 
? : Je winter months at a wage of $12.50 per month and keep for his cow. 
A supply of water is badly needed at the stables, but so far your Com- 
: rf a mittee have not decided whether to sink a well or pipe it'down from | 
the tank i in the house. - The well at the house may need to be deepened 
’:) the e supply i is sometimes rather scanty. 


Aad Your Committee would have been pleased to report upon several 
: ied matters affecting the running of the institution, but find that the 
‘Manager has, in addition to the duty of reporting the deaths occuring 
during the half year, imposed on him by the by-law, taken the trouble to 
report on several other matters for which hé has our sincere thanks, 
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All of which is respectfully submitted. 
R. J. HEN DERSON.. 


_ Chairman. — 


Woodstock, Dec. 2nd, 1896. 


SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SURGEON OF THE 
HOUSE OF REFUGE. 


To the Warden and Members of the Council of the County of Oxford: 
GENTLEMEN, 


Permit me to submit the following as my eighth semi-annual 
report re House of Refuge :— 


I am pleased to inform you that the health of the inmates has been ~ 
all that could be expected. No contagious or limotic ailments affected 
them, indicating that sanitary matters have not been overlooked. 


Number of deaths since my last report, seven. Most of them | 
dying from old age and serious chronic Btn and in a very feeble 
condition when admitted. 


Jane Head, admitted June 16th, 1893, suffering from articular 
rheumatism and heart disease, died June 30th, 1896, from effects of 
same, aged 87, 
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Peter Henry, admitted June 26th, 1896, suffering from atrophy of 
liver and other chronic ailments, died July 9th, 1896, aged 70. He 
was extremely low when admitted. 


Thomas Holmes, admitted April 25, 1895, died Sept. 28, 1896, 
_ aged 72, Cause of death, pyemia resulting from serious abscess of 
lower jaw involving the throat. 


Margaret Brown, admitted April -5th, 1893, died October Ist, 
1896, from chronic bronchitis and old age. Ageat death 83. 


Michael’ Joseph Britton admitted April 15th, 1894, died October 
13th, 1896, cause of death senile phthisis, aged 74. 


8 
Donald Stewart, admitted March 20th, 1893, died November 5th, 
1896, aged 85. 


All of the above were in feeble health when admitted and confined 
_to bed considerable time previous to death. Your officials doing every 
thing possible for their comfort. 


Many of the jainates now in the Refuge : are very aged and feeble 
and will soon pass away. 


ae Anna Wood, aged 35, pregnant when admitted, September 18th, 
1896, gave birth to a fully matured female child, October 11th, 1896. 


ya i Present number of phnittee, 53. 
I remain yours sincerely, 
A. McLAY, 
Surgeon, House of Refuge. 


i : 


Woodstock, 3rd Dec., 1896. 


ecw ee 
iia (a 
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To the Warden and Members of the Council of the ees, of idee 


GENTLEMEN, . a | ie bi te 


the following report : oo a : | ne a er | 
4 th es 35 
Seven inmates have died at the House of Refuge since my report a 
ag 
at the June session. AN ee » 5, 


Ist tee —Mrs. Jane Head, admitted June 16, 1893, committed 
by County Council, died June 30th, 1896, aged 87 years. — 
m] : 


2nd death.—Mr. Peter Henry, admitted June 26th, 1896, Cc aaesen: 
ted by Mr. Buchanan, Reeve of echt died July 9th, ihn, aged 70. 
years. Ryo sae 

3rd death.—James Sloan, admitted Aug. 15, 1896, committed by 
E. H. Snyder, Reeve N. Norwich, died Aug. 31, 1896, aged 4 Gai an gat 


Ath death.—Thos. Holmes, admitted Aug. 25th, 1894, committed 
by OC. Ross, Reeve’ West Zorra, died Sept. 28th, 1896, aged 72 years 4 


5th death—Margaret Brown, daunted April 15th, 1893, commtatte 
ted by D. R. Calder, Reeve of East Nissouri, died Oct. Ist, 1896, aged 
83 years. 


6th death.-—Michael Joseph Britton, admitted “April 15th, 1894, 
committed by Mr. De Reeve S. Norwich, died Ae 13th, 1896, 
aged 74 years. , 

7th death.— Donald Stewart, sain ate March 20th, 1803, commit. ce 
ted i W. Nancekivetl, Reeve Dereham, died Noy. 5th, 1896, pad 85 bi 


Four of the above were buried in our cernetary tietait on ers tera is ai ae 
three were claimed- by friends and taken away for burial, We farnih 









® coffins re mal of them at the expense of the County for material, we 
“making and trimming Avs ourselves, 


We now have 53 inmates. 


Our crops for the year have been good. We had ten acres of 
wheat which gave us over two hundred bushels, of which we have just 
dold, together with last year’s wheat, at 84 cents per bush, for which we 
have turned over to the County Treasurer $310. 


my i We Rie just sold our last year’s oats, what is left over, at 23 cents, 
about 400 bushels—we have not got’ them’ all taken away yet. We 
intend to thresh our this year’s oats this week, about 1200 bushels. 


| There is pay spent 35 tons of first class hay in the barn. 


Ade ; 
yg /) 


| Our root crop is good. I think we had the best piece of turnips in 
a County. Our" corn crop was extra for this part of the County ; 
. 14 over 400 bushels of ears from 3 acres. Field carrots and mangles good. 
Ai Potatoes, « a fair crop, a good many rotted, will have plenty for ourselves. 
a Garden vegetables extra; beets 50 bush., garden carrots 75. bush., 
"-parsnips 40 bush,, onions 25 bush., and plenty of other vegetables and 
- frait. cone cellars and barns are fall to overflowing. 
| we summer fallowed, cleared up and drained 8-acres of old swale, 
ah — “ fie. is now under fall wheat ; the whole farm is now under cultivation 
iv but about two acres which requires a large -drain through it to take off 

the water which comes on. it from the neighboring farm. 

Isa antes We have made quite a lot of board and rail fence, drawn over 200. 
. “Toul A itt a sort part of it has been got in exchange for straw. 


| This summer we have drawn some 200 loads of earth for ee in 
our r lawns. ‘e 


We have over 45 acres of fall ploughing done ; we have eight fine 
_ igs in the pen to kill at New Year’s for our‘pork for the coming year. 








ta 
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We are fattening one cow, wintering over 3 horses, 12 head of 
cattle, 1 cow to farrow 26th Dec., 50 chickens, 3 turkeys. ae, a 


Twelve hundred visitors have been ith tinenaiee our building 


this year ; they are from all parts of the County and nearly all Ser'yn of 
the world. ; 


There are now ten burials in our cemetery, which we have nicely — 
leveled up and got ready for planting some trees and shrubs next eprieny | 


I must again thank all the kind friends who have by words ai 
deeds done so much to assist us in making our home more pleasant for 
those within its walls. 


O. J. CLARKE, | 
Manager. 


House of Refuge, Woodstock, lst Dec., 1896. 


BY-LAW NO. 466. hagas. 


Of the Municipal Corporation of the County of ‘Oxford"for the 
appointment of a High Constable for the County of Oxford. 


Whereas it is deemed wise and SS ia to appoint a High Con- 
seable for the County of Oxford. 


Be it therefore enacted by the Municipal Corporation of the 
County of Oxford, that H. B. Sproat be and he is hore appointed 
High Constable for the County of Oxford. 


posit! Pons Be, 
* a Sie RR AS oe 
Pe ie Fa EOE | 
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a a third time ‘a passed this 4th day of Dec., 1896. 


at 


“anes WHITE, | THOMAS PROUSE, 


1 ane. 
io a 


: at County Clank’: [L. 8. | Warden. 


To THE HONORABLE WILFRED LAURIER, PREMIER OF 
nity ‘THE DOMINION OF CANADA, AND THE MEM- 
BERS OF PARLIAMENT FOR THE HOUSE 
: OF COMMONS: 


Wy. STHe petition of the County Council of the County of Oxford inthe ~~ 
_ Province of Ontario, in the Dominion of Canada, humbly sheweth : 


During recent years your petitioners have viewed with alarm the 
ee increase in the destruction of farm property, resulting from fire: 
ti - caused by sparks from locomotives of railway companies. While 
Waa admitting the right of parliament to confer upon railway corporations 
ec certain powers ard privileges based upon the interests of the public 
y _ generally, and the fostering of trade and commerce in the country, they 
i : at the same time are convinced that the individual interests of the 
3 / boumunity should also be fully protected and maintained, and as a - 
ie) _ consequence, by such equitable adjustment of the rights and liabilities 
ei of all parties concerned, that one of such parties will not be caused to 
; Any suffer” loss or damage through or by means of the other. Power is 
‘ given by our law to railway companies to force the line of road through, 
Mi and is sever ie land of private owners for the tr oaekal’ and advantage 





nh ki 


is kept in regard to weeds, grasses, stumps and rubbish, usa bread a 
catch fire and’ communicate it to the adjoining crops and buildings yi : 





neither is the fire-producing tendency of the engines an element in fixing | 


the amount of such compensation. The individual is forced to run all ‘ng @ 


risk from both these quarters, and rely upon bringing himself within ae 
the provisions of the law before he can obtain any redress whatever by Ow 
way of damages. The burdexs placed upon him at the present time are 
two fold, First, he must prove negligence on the part of the railway 
company, either in the locomotive itself or in the management of it; 
and, second, he must not) himself be guilty of what is known as contri- 
butory negligence. The following cases may be cited as establishing 
what has been stated above : Ng 


Moxley vs. Canada Atlantic Railway Company, 15 Soprene Court 
Reports, page 145. 


MecGibbon vs, Northern Railway Company, 14 Ontario Appeal 
Reports, page 91. Yn Sco 


Robinson vs. New Brunswick Railway Opinpaae. oo Supreme é 


Court reports, page 638. i 
f 


On the contrary, all railway companies are forced, for their 0 own | 
purposes in the management of their road, to furnish themselves with a 
large staff of men whose duties are to keep the roadway in proper con- 
dition, to look after. the proper construction and repair of all locomo- 
tives, and to report daily upon all such matters; and your petitioners 
submit that it would be neither improper nor unjust to place upon the 
companies the burdea which the private owner is now obliged to 
assume, instead of granting them immunity while exercising - their 
statutory powers without negligence. i; 

In the Province of Quebec this view was adopted in 1885. by the 
Court of Appeal in the case of Meegan vs. The Grand Trunk Railway 
Company, M. L. R., I. Q. B. 364: In that case Cross, J., rendering 


the judgment of the court, after referring to the company’s defence that en 5 
they had adopted every precaution, by known appliances to prevent the. Ril Nat 
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ee AN ir to say they never knew a locomotive so protected to cause damage; but 


Hae o ne ag mate of these men is overborn by the direct and positive 
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Noe fleh bat at ‘page 142 Mr. Justice Church wien we ‘opinion and 


‘See Botourney v vs. The piantic vs, Railway Rhee ta 21 R. L, page ay 
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